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Pressure Groups
Group 3:
Direct Action and social class


Seminar preparation

Different classes have been involved in direct action campaigns. The trade union movement has been important in mobilising mass activity and has provided a vehicle for members of the working class in particular to express their views. The middle classes have been particularly vocal in the peace movement and even members of the aristocracy have been willing to protest against government policies on rural matters. It would appear that this widespread activity has helped to lend legitimacy to direct action campaigns. These sites support the use of direct action. Select at least two of the sites and attempt to answer the following questions:

· Which social class does each site attempt to attract.

· Explain how you reached these conclusions.

· What was it about the site that made you think it was directed towards a particular class?

Seminar discussion: 

Why is direct action important as a political tool in the modern political system? 

Selection 1

Greenpeace UK

http://www.greenpeace.org.uk/
Greenpeace campaign on diverse environmental and peace issues, some of which such as bottom trawling and genetic engineering are scientifically complex. It would seem that Greenpeace carries a reputation, supported on web blogs, of middle class, educated idealists. For example, their campaign against GM crops when there are millions starving in Africa garnered a lot of negative attention from those concerned with the issue of Africa’s poor. Whether or not this is a fair criticism, their website does seem to appeal on the basis of an idealistic all encompassing moral environmental agenda. This would seem to be an approach that, if not targeting, then certainly seems to favour the educated middle classes. 

Fathers 4 Justice

http://www.fathers-4-justice.org/
Fathers 4 Justice would seem to be less inclined to seek to identify themselves with a certain class grouping. They appear to stress that they are representative of society as a whole. The section of the web site ‘Introducing F4J’ does seem at pains to note that they have members from what are traditionally middle class occupations. However, this is not to the exclusion of the working class, but merely, it seems to serve as a message to the middle classes that F4J is not just an organisation for estranged working class fathers. This is understandable as traditional social prejudices may associate single parent families with the working class, a myth that F4J may see as crucial in dispelling.

Countryside Alliance

http://www.countryside-alliance.org/
The Countryside Alliance would seem to dispute that they are an organisation of the rich, middle-to-upper class. This is translated by the alliance into a ‘concern’ for rural issues the countryside and those who live there. However, one need only look at one of the Alliances most prominent issues, that of hunting with dogs, to better understand their class appeal. This is a sport that is organised along class lines, the middle class hunt, the working class labourers enable the hunt.   

Animal Liberation Front – Supporters group (Animal Liberation Front itself has no formal existence)

http://www.alfsg.org.uk/index2.html
Explicitly the ALF-SG makes no reference to any ‘class’, and leaves membership open to any person willing to further its aims. However, unlike groups such as Greenpeace and the CND, there is no call for members to employ traditional forms of political activism such as contacting MP’s. This lack of ‘working’ the system, a form of political activism normally associated with the middle classes, and its replacement with a simply request for membership fees and a commentary on alleged abuses may be seen as a leaning towards the working class.   

Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament (CND)

http://www.cnduk.org/
It would appear from the website that the CND are looking towards the educated, mainly middles classes for support. One of the main initiatives the CND encourages is lobbying and letter writing, i.e. manipulating the system to their advantage. The middle classes are historically far better at ‘working the system’ as they tend to, in some capacity, work or live within the system themselves. For example, teachers, doctors, accountants possess greater knowledge of bureaucratic and administrative procedures than a manual labourer would.

Stop the War Coalition
http://www.stopwar.org.uk/
Stop the War Coalition has been linked strongly by the media to the educated middle classes. There is nothing in the website to question this suggestion. The group has close contacts with political and intellectual figures prominent within the left, and provides many links to readings by these individuals. These readings and a lot of the other material on the site are quite academic and seemingly not aimed towards the working classes. This is quite surprising considering the alleged domination of the group by the Socialist Workers Party. However, it seems from the website that the coalition of mainly leftist personalities and groups do see their interests best served by using the working classes in the way that the Socialist Workers Party and certain Trade Unions do.

HACAN Clearskies

http://www.hacan.org.uk/
In the ‘Join us’ section of the website the group describe themselves as ordinary men and women. It would seem that the group is not looking towards the upper income end of the middle class, simply based on geographical realities. As it is likely that properties owned by such individuals would not fall directly under the flight paths of the airport. However, the group do interact with the government and the airport through recognised channels. It would seem therefore that the group is not specifically aiming for a single class but does have a core of members who know how to work the system.

Rising Tide

http://risingtide.org.uk/
Interestingly Rising Tide is the first pressure group so far that have specifically made a mention towards students. They also open themselves up to other groups such as trade unions and churches, however this appeal to students is interesting. Historically students have played an important role in direct action, ranging from their protests against the Vietnam War to their unfortunate participation in the Tiananmen Square Protests. The website is aimed at those with an interest in the climate change issue, an issue with which the middle classes are becoming more involved. One aspect of the site that does stand out is its aesthetic appeal, it does seem to be cast towards a younger generation of people, however these could be from both working and middles classes. 
Coalition of badger action groups (CBAG)

http://www.badger-killers.co.uk/
The CBAG are very much supportive of direct action and very critical of DEFRA and the farming industry. The tone of the website is defiantly one of activists against the government and established farming industry and business. This tone does seem to be an appeal to those who are not part of the ‘landed gentry class’ and like the Animal Liberation Front Supporters Group there seems to be an appeal to the ordinary individual interested in the issue. 

Blatant Incitement Project

http://www.eco-action.org/blinc/
The Blatant Incitement Project is different to the other groups mentioned so far as it exists to empower people towards direct and radical action. It is not a pressure group in itself. This website is the clearest in its appeal to the working class, low-income ‘ordinary person’ bracket. It runs workshops on what appears to be every conceivable issue, and provides many other resources that are free of charge. Its lay out and format are very simple and straightforward to use, therefore not excluding those who many not have gathered much computer/internet experience.

� This selection was prepared by students at Sheffield  Hallam University





